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How to Study the Bible for Yourself 
Prophetic Hermeneutics 

 
I. Prophetic Rule #1 – Prophecy must be interpreted in its ordinary or common sense 

way. 
 
a. It is necessary first to reiterate a fundamental general rule of 

interpretation.  Prophecy must be allowed its ordinary, or common sense 
meaning.  William LaSor states:  “The literal interpretation of a prophecy is the 
only basis of objectivity.  Without it, any interpreter, with his own system, can 
make any prophecy mean anything.”  A literal interpretation in so far as possible 
accepts common figures of speech and symbols according to the manner in 
which they were likely to have been known and understood in the days of the 
writer. – Historicism.com “Interpretation of Biblical Prophecy”, Oral E. Collins 

 
II. Prophetic Rule #2 - The Bible claims that God has the power to know the future  

a. Omnipresent – All Present  
i. Psalms 139:7-10 - Where can I go from Your Spirit? 

Or where can I flee from Your presence? 
8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; 
If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, 
And Your right hand shall hold me. 
 

b. Omnipotent – All Powerful 
i. Job 11:7-9 – “Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the 

limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the heavens above—what 
can you do? They are deeper than the depths below—what can you 
know? Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea. 
 

ii. Jeremiah 32:17 – “Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and 
the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard 
for you.” 

 
c. Omniscient -  

i. Isaiah 46:10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure: 
 

d. God can share this information with his creation. 
 

III. Prophetic Rule #3 – Prophecy’s two-fold focus is upon Christ and His church, in the 
context of the end-time. 



 2 

a. Revelation 1:1  (apocalupsis iesu christu) The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to 
pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John. 

b. John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me. 

c. Luke 24:25-27 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and 
to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 
IV. Prophetic Rule #4 - Prophecy has a moral purpose. It was not written merely to 

satisfy curiosity about the future.  
a. Some of the purposes of prophecy are to strengthen faith  

i. John 13:19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye 
may believe that I am he. 

ii. John 14:29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is 
come to pass, ye might believe. 

b. and to promote holy living and readiness for the Second Coming of Jesus.  
i. Matt 24:44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not 

the Son of man cometh. 
ii. Rev 22:7,10  Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the 

sayings of the prophecy of this book… And he saith unto me, Seal not the 
sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 

 
V. Prophetic Rule #5 – Historicism is the only valid way of interpreting Apocalyptic 

Prophecy 
 
a. Historicism, a method of interpretation of Biblical (Apocalyptic) prophecies, 

associates symbols with historical persons, nations or events, which ultimately 
results in a view of progressive and continuous fulfillment of prophecy covering 
the period from Biblical times to the Second Coming. 
 

i. Reformers adopted the Historicist way of interpreting Bible Prophecy 
 

1. The Waldenses, Hussites, Wyclif, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, 
Melanchthon, John Gill, and the martyrs Cranmer, Tyndale, 
Latimer, and Ridley [were] proponents of the historicist school of 
prophetic interpretation. (Seventh-day Adventist Bible Student’s 
Source Book, No. 1258, p. 776.) 

Knox, Newton, Wesley were also Historicists 

2. New Testament Scholar - George Eldon Ladd says that “this 
‘historical’ type of interpretation with its application of the 
Antichrist of papal Rom so dominated the Protestant study of 
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prophetic truth for three centuries that it has frequently been called 
‘the Protestant’ interpretation.” –The Blessed Hope, p. 32 

ii. Each identified the Catholic Church as the Antichrist. 

The virtually unanimous interpretation of the papacy as the Antichrist of 
prophecy, by all Protestant groups in all lands, led Roman Catholic leaders 
to attempt to divert the accusing finger and to direct Protestant attention 
away from the medieval Catholic system. In this they were highly 
successful. Francisco Ribera and Luis de Alcazar, both 16th-century Spanish 
Jesuits, rose to meet the challenge by introducing plausible counter 
interpretations of prophecy. (The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, 
vol. 4 [4BC], 42.) 

b. Futurism 
Futurism, developed by Francisco Riberia (1537-1591),…  

Futurism claims that most of the prophecies of the Apocalypse were 
fulfilled to ancient Rome. The rest is restricted to a literal Antichrist who 
will reign for 3½ literal years. Futurism further claims that the Antichrist 
will be an individual and not a system. This method of prophetic 
interpretation has a few prophetic events happening early in the Christian 
dispensation, a large gap of no prophetic interest, and a literal close of 3½ 
years instead of hundreds of centuries. (…This scenario [essentially is] the 
current Dispensationalist view.) 

Besides the short-term results of reducing the pressure being felt by the 
Papacy, Futurism has had an unexpected long-term result…. By splitting 
the 70 weeks into two parts (69 weeks and one week), Futurism diverts 
attention away from the relationship between the 70 weeks and the 2300 
days. This separation hides the significant events of 1844… 

c. Preterism 

The preterist view of prophetic interpretation was developed by Luis de 
Alcazar (1554-1613... 

Preterism claims that the apocalyptic prophecies, especially those dealing 
with the Antichrist, were fulfilled before the Papacy ever ruled Rome. 
Since they were already fulfilled, the prophecies could not apply to the 
Papacy.  

The preterist view of apocalyptic prophecies and their time elements 
essentially leaves the whole Christian era, with the exception of a very 
small initial fraction, without any direct, historical or prophetic evaluation 
by God upon the course of that history. (Shea 56.)  

- http://historicist.info/articles/historicism-futurism-preterism/ , Lawrence 
R. Kellie 
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d. Results 
i. Most of the scholastic world has bought into Preterism 

ii. Most of the protestants have accepted futurism through dispensationalism. 

 
VI. Prophetic Rule #6 – When interpreting bible prophecy, one must interpret 

symbolic figures, using the bible as an interpretive guide.   
a. We can’t interpret symbols however we choose. 
b. Parables – 100% Symbolic figures 
c. Prophecy is 50% Symbolic - A combination of literal language and figurative 

(symbolic) language 
d. How do you know if something is to be taken symbolically or literally? 

 
i. WILLIAM MILLER – Rules of Interpretation #11 - How to know when a 

word is used figuratively: If it makes good sense as it stands, and does no 
violence to the simple laws of nature, then it must be understood 
literally; if not, figuratively. Revelation 12:1,2;17:3-7    

 
1. Revelation 12:1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a 

woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  
 

2. Revelation 13:1,2 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and 
upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of 
blasphemy.  And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, 
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth 
of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and 
great authority. 

 
ii. If a person, place, or thing of something is given a clear interpretation, 

then it must be symbolic. 
1. Revelation 17:15 – “The waters which thou sawest … are peoples, 

and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 
2. Revelation 12:9 – “The great dragon…That old serpant called the 

Devil and Satan.” 
3. Daniel 7:17, 23 – “Kings, kingdom” 

 
iii. Symbolic Numbers Show Up 

1. 144,000 – 12,000 from each tribe, virgins, Father’s name on 
forehead. 

2. Implicit within the text is the idea that figurative language is being 
used. 
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VII. Prophetic Rule #7 - PROPHECY – When attempting to interpret the meaning of a 
figure or symbol start with the Immediate context and move outward. 
 

1. Methods of Bible Study, GCSDA, Oct. 12 1986. 
a. Look for interpretations (explicit or implicit) within the passage itself… 
b. Look for interpretations elsewhere in the book or in other writings by 

the same author. 
c. Using a concordance, study the use of symbols in other parts of 

Scripture. 
• WILLIAM MILLER – Rules of Interpretation #12 - To learn 

the true meaning of figures (symbols), trace your figurative 
word through your Bible, and where you find it explained, 
put it on your figure, and if it makes good sense you need 
look no further; if not, look again. 

• KEY POINT -  Don’t settle for something that is explained 
once, but try to find multiple examples. 

d. A study of ancient Near Eastern documents may throw light on the 
meaning of symbols, although scriptural use may alter those meanings. 

 
VIII. Prophetic Rule #8 – PROPHECY – Clear bible interpretations for prophetic objects 

and events take priority over any alternative interpretation 
a. It is necessary to discover and give attention to biblical interpretations of biblical 

prophecies.  These must give direction to any related prophetic exegesis.  Some 
interpretations are explicit, as Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dreams (Daniel 2, 4), or Jesus’ interpretation of Isaiah 61 (Luke 4:18-21).  
– Historicism.com “Interpretation of Biblical Prophecy”, Oral E. Collins  

b. The bible interprets the bible.  We must use the bible interpretations instead of 
our own invented interpretations. 
 

IX. Prophetic Rule #9 Figures and symbols always have a figurative meaning and 
represent future things, times and events. 
 
a. WILLIAM MILLER – Rules of Interpretation #8 – Figures [symbols] always 

have a figurative [symbolic] meaning, and are used much in prophecy 
to represent future things, times and events; such as mountains, 
meaning governments; beasts, meaning kingdoms, waters, meaning 
people, lamps, meaning Word of God, day, meaning year. Daniel 
2:35,44; 7:8,17; Revelation 17:1,15; Psalms 119:105; Ezekiel 4:6  
 

b. Key Point #1 – When symbols are employed in the prophecy, they are 
consistently throughout the prophecy. 

c. Key Point #2 – When describing things of the future, the author frequently draws 
on symbolism. 

 
X. Prophetic Rule #10 – Figures and symbols can have multiple meanings 
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a. WILLIAM MILLER – Rules of Interpretation #10 - Figures sometimes have two or 
more different significations; as day is used in a figurative sense to represent 
three different periods of time.  

1. Indefinite.  
2. Definite, a day for a year.  
3. Day for a thousand years.  

If you put on the right construction it will harmonize with the Bible and make 
good sense, otherwise it will not.  Ecclesiastes 7:14; Ezekiel 4:6; 2 Peter 3:8  

XI. Prophetic Rule #11 - In the New Testament application of Old Testament 
prophecies, some literal names become spiritual: for example, Israel represents 
the church, Babylon apostate religion, etc. 

 

XII. Prophetic Rule #12 - There are two general types of prophetic writings: non-
apocalyptic and apocalyptic prophecy. 

Non-Apocalyptic Apocalyptic 
Example: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos Example: Daniel, Revelation 
Non-apocalyptic prophecy addresses 
God’s people 

Apocalyptic is more universal in scope 

Non-apocalyptic prophecy often is 
conditional in nature, setting forth to 
God’s people the alternatives of blessing 
for obedience and curses for 
disobedience 

Apocalyptic emphasizes the sovereignty 
of God and His control over history 

Non-apocalyptic prophecy often leaps 
from the local crisis to the end-time day 
of the Lord;  

Apocalyptic prophecy presents the 
course of history from the time of the 
prophet to the end of the world. 

Time prophecies in non-apocalyptic 
prophecy generally are long, for 
example 400 years of Israel’s servitude 
(Gen. 15:13) and 70 years of Babylonian 
Captivity (Jer. 25:12) 

Time prophecies in apocalyptic 
prophecy generally are phrased in short 
terms, for example, 10 days (Rev. 2:10) 
or 42 months (Rev. 13:5).  Apocalyptic 
time periods stand symbolically for 
longer periods of actual time. 

Methods of Bible Study, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Oct. 12, 1986 
 

XIII. Prophetic Rule #13 – Apocalyptic prophecy address real events that (from the 
author’s standpoint) will happen in the future. 
a. It is necessary to recognize that the apocalyptic prophecies in God’s Word are 

real prophecies, concerned with real temporal, mundane future events which 
from the author's standpoint are subject to future fulfillment.  They are not to be 
understood merely as a “philosophy of history”; that is, a disclosure of principles 
which govern future events.  This follows from the manner in which the visions 
of Daniel are interpreted, as well as from what is stated in the book of 
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Revelation. – Historicism.com “Interpretation of Biblical Prophecy”, Oral E. 
Collins  

b. Key Point – Inspired prophet predicting events in the future.  Not a historian 
looking back and writing red actively. (Preterist View) 

 
XIV. Prophetic Rule #14 – There are two basic types of Bible Prophecy.  Conditional 

Prophecy and Unconditional Prophecy.   
 
Conditional Prophecy - Judgment prophecy assumes, even if not stated, that if the 
people repent judgment will not come. 

a. Jonah 
i. Jonah 3:4 4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he 

cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 
ii. Jonah 3:10 10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil 

way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do 
unto them; and he did it not. 

iii. Jonah 4:1,2 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 
And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this 
my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto 
Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

b. Jeremiah  
i. Jeremiah 18:7-10 7 At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 

concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; 8 If 
that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will 
repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 9 And at what instant I 
shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to 
plant it;10 If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will 
repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them. 

c. Ahab 
i. 1 Kings 21:20-29. 20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine 

enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold 
thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD. 21 Behold, I will bring evil 
upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab 
him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in 
Israel… 27 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent 
his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in 
sackcloth, and went softly. 28 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, 29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? 
because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days: but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house. 

 

d. KEY POINT – If the conditions aren’t met, the prophecy is not fulfilled. 
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i. Protestants (or) “literalist premillennialists emphasize the sovereignty of 
God and maintain that since God cannot go back on His promises to 
Abraham, Abraham’s literal descendants in the future must experience 
fulfillment of the glorious promises. – A Symposium on Biblical 
Hermeneutics, p. 117 

1. “No portion of the New Testament scriptures give[s] the most 
indirect intimation of the literal restoration of the Jews to old 
Jerusalem; we believe that the arguments drawn from the Old 
Testament prophecies are based on a mistaken view of those 
prophecies.” Signs of the Times, 3:69, June 1, 1942 

2. Concerning the millenarian view, Miller declared, “There is not a 
text, promise, or prophecy, written or given of God” to support the 
idea that the OT prophecies require a future restoration of the Jews. 
– Views of…William Miller, ed. 1942 by J.V.Himes, p. 233 

3. “All of God’s purposes of grace to man, are conditional, [and] as 
the blessings set before them [the Jews] were conditional, they 
could claim them only on the fulfillment of the conditions…. We 
consider that this was conditional prophecy, the promises of which 
have been forfeited.” – J.H. Waggoner, The Kingdom of God 
(1859), pp. 87-109 

ii. Adventists believe that man’s will and action may alter the manner in 
which God’s purposes are carried out. That what God planned to do 
through Israel, will ultimately be realized through his church. 

1. “The glorious purposes which he had undertaken to accomplish 
through Israel were to be fulfilled.  All who, through Christ, should 
become the children of faith, were to be counted as Abraham’s 
seed; they were inheritors of the covenant-promises.” Patriarchs 
and Prophets, p. 476 

2. “That which God purposed to do for the world through Israel, the 
chosen nation, He will finally accomplish through His church on 
earth today.” – Prophets and Kings, pp 713, 714 

Unconditional Prophecy  

e. Daniel 2, Revelation 12, Revelation 13, Revelation 16-20 

 

XV. Prophetic Rule #15 - PROPHECY - Prophets when giving Judgement prophecies, 
tend to speak in figurative language, using cosmic terminology. 

 
a. Isaiah 

i. Isaiah 13:9-11 9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with 
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the 
sinners thereof out of it. 10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations 
thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going 
forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 11 And I will 
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punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will 
cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the 
haughtiness of the terrible. 

b. Jeremiah 
i. Jeremiah 4:23-28 23 I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and 

void; and the heavens, and they had no light. 24 I beheld the mountains, 
and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. 25 I beheld, and, lo, 
there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. 26 I beheld, 
and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were 
broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. 27 For 
thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not 
make a full end. 28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above 
be black; because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not 
repent, neither will I turn back from it. 

c. Ezekiel 
i. Ezekiel 32:7,8  7 And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, 

and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and 
the moon shall not give her light. 8 All the bright lights of heaven will I 
make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord 
GOD. 

d. Amos 
i. Amos 8:9 9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that 

I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in 
the clear day: 
 

e.  Isaiah 24:23, Joel 2:10, 31; 3:15, Jeremiah 15:9, Habakkuk 3:11 
 

f. Matthew 24:27-29 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even 
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For wheresoever the 
carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered together. Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: 

 

XVI. Prophetic Rule #16 – Prophetic fulfillment must be fulfilled in whole.   
a. PROPHECY – WILLIAM MILLER – Rules of Interpretation #13 - To know whether 

we have the true historical event for the fulfillment of a prophecy: If you find 
every word of the prophecy (after the figures are understood) is literally fulfilled, 
then you may know that your history is the true event. But if one word lacks a 
fulfillment, then you must look for another event, or wait its future 
development. For God takes care that history and prophecy doth agree, so that 
the true, believing children of God may never be ashamed. Psalms 21:5; Isaiah 
14:17-19; 1 Peter 2:6; Revelation 17:17; Acts 3:18  
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b. It is necessary to recognize the first complete fulfillment of a prophecy as the 

true fulfillment.  Some prophecies are telescopic with the result that fulfillment 
will occur partly at one time and partly at another.   – Historicism.com 
“Interpretation of Biblical Prophecy”, Oral E. Collins  

 
i. An example of this is Joel 2-3, a partial fulfillment of which occurred at 

Pentecost (Acts 2:16-21).  This is commonly called “double fulfillment,” 
 

ii. Another example – Elijah 
1. Malachi 4:5,6  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:  And he shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse. 

a. Before the second coming of Jesus 
 

2. Matthew 11:13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until 
John.  And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come. 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

 
 


